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earlier behavior, and known capacities. In the last case, a
recommendation for remedial attention is given.5
Anecdotes are considered more valuable by some teachers
when they are limited to recording a pupil's progress toward
immediate goals that the group has set up? or a particular per-
sonal improvement for which a child is striving. In this situa-
tion the pupil may participate in the subjective interpretation
which is made after several anecdotes about him have been
collected. For example: One teacher, who believes in the
self-educational value of anecdotes, has her pupils assist in the
interpretation of those she collects which show their behavior.
She uses a loose-leaf notebook in which several pages may be
devoted to each pupil. At a conference held with each pupil
at least once a month she talks over with him his progress and
next steps. She permits the pupil to have his records after
their conference, for future reference, and to remove any fear
he may have of them.
Anecdotes are used by most schools, however, as part of the
cumulative record, for they show progress in personality de-
velopment and social adaptation. Their use has given help
not obtainable otherwise for interpreting pupils' .behavior.
Anecdotes are recorded in brief and easily usable form to
reduce labor and make them practical for the busy teacher.
The following anecdote of a third grade pupil's character de-
velopment illustrates also the principle of recording.
October 28: B. was chosen student council representative by
the children.
November 16: The suggestion was made today that teams for
games be composed of boys versus girls. B. said three times that
he thought the teams should be mixed. The group voted to have
boys against girls. He accepted the outcome of the group vote
with good grace and entered into the games happily.
November 26: B. took charge of assembly today with fine
poise.6
5 WiUard S. Elsbree, Pupil Progress in the Elementary School, p. 70.
6 Fern H. Bowes, "The Anecdotal Behavior Record in Measuring Progress
m Character;' The Ekmentaaj School Jouiual, 59:6:432, February, 1939,